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(Resolution No. 090916) 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
Honoring and thanking the Honorable Lynne Abraham for her years of dedicated public 
service.  
 
WHEREAS, Lynne Abraham was selected in 1991 as Philadelphia’s District Attorney.  
She was the first woman to serve as the City’s top law enforcement official and she 
successfully won reelection in 1993, 1997, 2001 and 2005.  As District Attorney, Ms. 
Abraham oversees the largest district attorney’s office in Pennsylvania, prosecuting 
approximately 75,000 cases every year.  The office has a professional staff of 300 
attorneys and 275 support staff.  As District Attorney, Lynn has always been a strong 
voice for victims of crime and has worked to improve her office and the criminal justice 
system in our City and state through innovative programs and legislation to help crime 
victims and law enforcement; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lynne has combated violent crime through aggressive and effective 
prosecutions of the most dangerous criminals and by reorganizing the District Attorney's 
Office for maximum effectiveness. She formed the Repeat Offender Unit to target the 
most dangerous serial felons, and she created the FAST (Federal Alternative to State 
Trials) Unit to punish firearms offenders in the federal court system, where gun offenders 
receive stiffer sentences under the federal guidelines. She also partnered with Legislators 
and community groups to draft and implement the Blueprint for a Safer Philadelphia, a 
comprehensive response to violent crime; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lynne created the Family Violence & Sexual Assault Unit to take 
advantage of the high level of specialization necessary to fight child abuse, sexual 
assault, and domestic violence. Lynne's Latina Domestic Violence Project has formed 
and strengthened partnerships with Women Organized Against Rape, Lutheran 
Settlement House, and Women in Transition to deal with the unique challenges posed by 
intra-family violence in the Latina community. Lynne promotes collaboration with victim 
advocacy groups as a participant in Philadelphia's Domestic Violence Task Force, Sexual 
Assault Advisory Council and Law Enforcement Child Abuse Project. Lynne set aside a 
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user-friendly waiting room in the Criminal Justice Center for victims and their families 
and included a child-friendly play room for children who are required to go to court; and  
 
WHEREAS, By creating the Elder Justice Project, she made sure that our seniors get 
extra attention and assistance if they become victims of crimes. For children who are 
victims of or witnesses to crime, Lynne created Court School, which is an education 
program to help prepare children for the daunting task of testifying in the adult world of 
the criminal justice system. Lynne's Economic and Cyber Crime Unit tackles cases in 
which savvy criminals use technology to prey upon their victims; and  
 
WHEREAS, The Public Nuisance Task Force is another unit that Lynne created to help 
improve the quality of life for Philadelphians by closing hundreds of nuisance bars and 
drug houses throughout our City. Lynne was also the driving force behind the creation of 
Philadelphia's Drug Treatment Court, which helps drug addicted offenders beat their 
addiction and change their behavior. She created a specialized Gun Court to help stem the 
tide of deadly handgun violence in our City, and she is currently working for the 
establishment of a specialized DUI Court, to repeat the success of Drug Treatment Court 
in the area of drunk driving; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lynne pioneered and expanded several important programs to help at-risk 
youth, such as Youth Aid Panels for first-time offenders. Her Youth Violence Reduction 
Partnership is a program involving a number of criminal justice, City, and non-profit 
agencies designed to lower homicide rates in the most violent parts of Philadelphia by 
focusing on those youth under the age of twenty-five who are most at risk of killing or 
being killed. Lynne has also developed and implemented a Juvenile Justice Educational 
Curriculum for school students and a truancy reduction program; and 
 
WHEREAS, To ensure that the District Attorney's Office reflects the diversity of our 
community, Lynne formed the office's Minority Recruitment Committee, which works 
with the hiring committee to find the best-qualified applicants. Lynne also created the 
position of Hate Crimes Coordinator to work collaboratively with other agencies to 
combat hate crimes. She also appointed a liaison to the gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender community to address the unique needs of those groups. With the formation 
of Urban Genesis, Inc., Lynne became one of the first district attorneys in the country to 
form a 501(c)(3) non-profit foundation that operates in a district attorney's office to 
promote community leadership and provide grants to fund projects to improve our 
neighborhoods and help the needy; and  
 
WHEREAS, Lynne's legislative accomplishments are substantial. Since her election, she 
has served as the Legislative Chair on the Executive Committee of the Pennsylvania 
District Attorneys Association and she is a member of the Legislative Subcommittee of 
the National District Attorneys Association. Lynne has built strong relationships in the 
General Assembly, and has drafted, lobbied, and promoted hundreds of bills for the 
benefit of crime victims and the law enforcement community; and  
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WHEREAS, In addition to serving as the City's chief law enforcement officer since 
1991, Lynne has committed her entire career to serving our community. Lynne was born 
and raised in Philadelphia and educated in its public schools. After graduating from 
Temple University Law School in 1965, she worked as an Attorney in the Regional 
Counsel's Office of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development 
where she prepared federal loans, grants and contracts for urban renewal projects. She 
received an appointment as a Philadelphia assistant district attorney in 1967 and was 
assigned principally to Major Trial and Homicide Units until she left the office in 
1972. She next became the Executive Director of the Philadelphia Redevelopment 
Authority, where she was responsible for over $100 million of urban renewal projects in 
Philadelphia including planning and condemnation work, managed a staff of 400, and 
testified before City Council of Philadelphia for the authority's budget and programs; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lynne then served as a legislative consultant for the City Council of 
Philadelphia, where she assisted council in conducting investigations, drafted legislation, 
testified at public hearings, met with citizen's groups and revised portions of the 
Philadelphia Home Rule Charter. After that, she worked as a research assistant to 
Philadelphia Common Pleas Court Judge Alexander F. Barbieri. Lynne was elected Judge 
of the Philadelphia Municipal Court in 1977 and she was elected to the Court of Common 
Pleas in 1980, where she presided over criminal trials until she became District Attorney 
in 1991. Lynn was happily married for many years to the late broadcast pioneer, Edward 
Felbin; now, therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED, THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, Honors 
and thanking the Honorable Lynne Abraham for her years of dedicated public service.  
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, That an Engrossed copy of this resolution be presented to 
Lynne Abraham as evidence of the sincere sentiments of this legislative body. 
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CERTIFICATION:  This is a true and correct copy of the original Resolution, 
Adopted by the Council of the City of Philadelphia on the tenth of December, 
2009.     
 
 
 Anna C. Verna 
 PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL 
  

Michael A. Decker  
CHIEF CLERK OF THE COUNCIL  
  
 
 
 
Introduced by: Councilmember DiCicco, Council President Verna and 

Councilmember Green 
 

Sponsored by: Councilmember DiCicco, Council President Verna, 
Councilmembers Green, Kelly, Sanchez, Miller, Greenlee, 
Goode, Rizzo, Clarke, Reynolds Brown, Krajewski, Jones, 
Kenney, Blackwell, Tasco and O'Neill 

 


