A Journey through the Philadelphia
Child Welfare System

Abuse or neglect is reported

DHS investigates
I I
UNFOUNDED: Case is closed SUBSTANTIATED or indicated: Case is opened

DHS recommends removal from home, gets DHS determines child can remain safe at
Emergency Order for Placement, places child hD_me. \A{lth some services — Services to

in Foster or Kinship Home Children in Their Own Homes (SCOH) or
Community Based Prevention Services (CBPS)

Detention Hearing at Family Court within 72
hours to decide if child stays in placement

: : Child sent home with supervi- Child continues to stay
Child seg;r}:’?cn;: without sion or support services In Foster Care
SCOH or CBPS placement

Adjudicatory Hearing in Family Gourt within
10 days of Detention Hearing, preceded by
Pre-Hearing Conference/10 day meeting

Child remains or returns - : Child placed in group Child placed in the
home, with or without Chlldfa;:ﬁcegol;;oster home, shelter or home of a relative
services v residential facility (Kinship Care)

DHS & Foster Care Agency convene team
planning meeting within 30 days to create
an individual and Family Service Plan
(ISP and FSP), parent, foster parent and

child are all part of the team

2 AN

DHS, Foster Care Agency,
Child's family works on Child’s day-to-day needs, advocates and community
completing objectives as addressed in ISP and service providers and
identified in FSP to FSP, are met in the foster support network help the
prepare for child's family home, child has family, the child and the
return home regular visits with family foster family to meet the
goals in the ISP and FSP




A Journey through the Philadelphia Child Welfare System

Part 2

FSP addresses child’s need for permanency
within legal timeframes.
Three permanency options include:

e Reunification
e Adoption
e PLC - Permanent Legal Custodianship

Permanency Hearings: Court reviews
progress on FSP at least every 6 months and
approves a time-limited Permanency Plan

Family Court holds Adoption or PLC hearing,
and the case is discharged from court

Child and Family continue to receive support
services, for older youth, this includes
Independent Living Services

FSP objectives are achieved; child is
reunified with family

Reunification is ruled out, child is pre-
pared for adoption or PLC

Child and family receive support ser-
vices described in Aftercare Plan

Parent’s rights
are terminated
in Family Court

Child placed in permanent home
(Adoption, or PLC) - often the current
foster family will become the permanent
family. Parental rights are NOT terminat-
ed when PLC is the permanency plan
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