City of Philadelphia

Council of the City of Philadelphia
Office of the Chief Clerk
Room 402, City Hall
Philadelphia

(Resolution No. 030142)
RESOLUTION
Declaring the week of March 10th as Covering The Uninsured Week.

WHEREAS, According to the most recent Census Bureau figures released in
September 2002, 41.2 million Americans are uninsured, an increase of 1.4 million people
over the previous year's numbers; and

WHEREAS, Eight of ten people without health insurance are from working
families and more than half are in families that earn low wages; and

WHEREAS, The uninsured are four times more likely to experience an avoidable
hospital or emergency room visit than those with insurance; and

WHEREAS, A person who lacks health insurance for an extended period of time
is less likely to receive health services, particularly preventive services and treatment for
chronic health conditions, and consequently, many Americans die prematurely due to a
lack of health coverage; and

WHEREAS, According to a study of nearly 4,700 breast cancer patients,
uninsured women had a 49 percent greater chance of dying following diagnosis of breast
cancer than did privately insured women; and

WHEREAS, The uninsured in some communities may obtain basic health care
services through "safety net providers” such as community health centers, hospital
clinics, and free health clinics, but in many communities, these facilities have limited
hours, long waiting periods, and are not equipped to provide medicines or treatment for
complicated illnesses; and

WHEREAS, For many of the uninsured, the costs of health insurance and medical
care are weighed against equally essential needs, such as rent, food, and utilities, and so
as with any bill, when medical bills are not paid, they are turned over to a collection
agency, endangering their fragile credit; and
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RESOLUTION NO. 030142 continued

WHEREAS, Providers may be less willing to care for the uninsured because of
the risk that they will not be able to pay; now therefore

RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, That
Council hereby declare the week of March 10th as Covering The Uninsured Week.

FURTHER RESOLVED, That an Engrossed copy of the resolution be presented
to the organizers of the Philadelphia region's Covering The Uninsured Week's events as
evidence of the sincere sentiments of this legislative body.
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CERTIFICATION: This is a true and correct copy of the original Resolution,
Adopted by the Council of the City of Philadelphia on the sixth of March, 2003.

Anna C. Verna
PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL

Michael A. Decker
CHIEF CLERK OF THE COUNCIL

Introduced by:  Councilmembers Kenney and Miller

Sponsored by:  Councilmembers Goode, Nutter, Ortiz, Clarke, Rizzo, Cohen
and DiCicco
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