City of Philadelphia

Council of the City of Philadelphia
Office of the Chief Clerk
Room 402, City Hall
Philadelphia

(Resolution No. 120662)
RESOLUTION

Honoring the extraordinary, heroic efforts of Firefighter Francis Cheney of the
Philadelphia Fire Department’s Ladder 10.

WHEREAS, In the morning hours of July 4, the crew of Engine 61 responded to a fire
alarm at a burning rowhome in the neighborhood of Lawncrest. Firefighter Cheney
entered the smoke-filled home and found a woman trapped on the second floor. When it
was evident she was in distress, he ripped off his air mask and gave it to her before
carrying her outside to safety. Cheney then spent the night at Temple University Hospital
in order to receive treatment for smoke inhalation. He later donated his overtime pay to
help the woman and her family rebuild their lives; and

WHEREAS, This heroic episode is not an isolated incident, but comes less than three
months after Firefighter Cheney was injured in the five-alarm fire on April 9 at an
abandoned warehouse in Kensington. Cheney was inspecting the furniture building
adjacent to the warehouse when the wall and roof began to fall. He was buried in the
rubble but managed to dig himself out. Firefighter Patrick Nally from Ladder 16, who
was buried up to his waist, was also pulled from the rubble. Lt. Robert Neary and
Firefighter David Sweeney, also from Ladder 10, did not survive the incident; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, That
Firefighter Francis Cheney is hereby recognized and honored for his extraordinary, heroic
efforts as a member of the Philadelphia Fire Department’s Ladder 10. With this
resolution we also honor all our brave firefighters. This legislative body wants to show
its appreciation to them during these difficult days of injury and loss.

FURTHER RESOLVED, That an Engrossed copy of this resolution be presented to
Firefighter Francis Cheney as evidence of the sincere sentiments of this legislative body.
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RESOLUTION NO. 120662 continued

CERTIFICATION: This is a true and correct copy of the original Resolution,
Adopted by the Council of the City of Philadelphia on the thirteenth of
September, 2012.

Darrell L. Clarke
PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL

Michael A. Decker
CHIEF CLERK OF THE COUNCIL

Introduced by:  Councilmembers Kenney, Squilla and O'Neill

Sponsored by:  Councilmembers Kenney, Squilla, O'Neill, Oh, Johnson,
Quifiones Séanchez, Goode, Greenlee, O'Brien, Jones,
Reynolds Brown, Henon and Tasco
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