City of Philadelphia

Council of the City of Philadelphia
Office of the Chief Clerk
Room 402, City Hall
Philadelphia

(Resolution No. 240134)
RESOLUTION

Recognizing and Honoring Dr. Jo-Elle Mogerman for her leadership as the first female and first
Black Chief Executive Officer and President of the Philadelphia Zoo.

WHEREAS, Dr. Jo-Elle Mogerman has made history by becoming the first woman and the first
Black Chief Executive Officer and President of the nation’s oldest zoo, the Philadelphia Zoo;
and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mogerman, who assumed the role on October 30, 2023, brings a wealth of
experience and a clear commitment to the community, animal welfare, staff development, and
operational excellence, making her the ideal President for the Philadelphia Zoo; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mogerman’s leadership and vision have been evident throughout her esteemed
career, including her role as Director of the St. Louis Zoo WildCare Park, where she oversaw the
planning and development of a $230 million wildlife project; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mogerman's dedication to conservation, community engagement, and
operational excellence aligns perfectly with the values and mission of the Philadelphia Zoo,
which has been a pioneer in wildlife conservation and community involvement since its
establishment in 1874; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mogerman’s appointment marks a significant milestone in the history of zoo
leadership, exemplifying progress towards greater diversity and inclusion in leadership positions
within the zoo and aquarium fields; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mogerman’s management style, characterized by inspiring her team, setting
visions, and capitalizing on strengths, will undoubtedly propel the Philadelphia Zoo into a model
for zoos of the future; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, That it hereby
recognizes and honors Dr. Jo-Elle Mogerman for her leadership as the first female and first
Black Chief Executive Officer and President of the Philadelphia Zoo.
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RESOLUTION NO. 240134 continued

FURTHER RESOLVED, That an Engrossed copy of this Resolution be presented to Dr. Jo-Elle
Mogerman as a sign of the admiration and respect of this legislative body.
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RESOLUTION NO. 240134 continued

CERTIFICATION: This is a true and correct copy of the original Resolution, Adopted by the
Council of the City of Philadelphia on the twenty-nineth day of February, 2024.

Kenyatta Johnson
PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL

Elizabeth McCollum
INTERIM CHIEF CLERK OF THE COUNCIL

Introduced by:  Councilmembers Jones

Sponsored by:  Councilmembers Jones, Gauthier, O'Rourke, Landau, Driscoll,
Gilmore Richardson, Phillips, Harrity, Thomas and Lozada
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