City of Philadelphia

Council of the City of Philadelphia
Office of the Chief Clerk
Room 402, City Hall
Philadelphia

(Resolution No. 080679)
RESOLUTION

Proclaiming September 2008 as “National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery
Month”.

The City Council of Philadelphia Declares September “National Alcohol and Drug
Addiction Recovery Month” in Philadelphia and encourages participation in promoting
the societal benefits of alcohol and drug use disorder treatment, applauds the
contributions of treatment providers and promoting the message that recovery from
alcohol and drug use disorders in all its forms is possible.

WHEREAS, Substance use and abuse is a major public health problem that
affects millions of Americans of all ages, races and ethnic backgrounds and in all
communities with a huge medical, societal and economic cost; and

WHEREAS, Addiction is a chronic illness that involves significant physical
changes in brain function and treatments exist for it, that are, as effective as the treatment
of other chronic medical conditions, such as diabetes, high blood pressure and asthma;
and

WHEREAS, Recognizing September as “National Alcohol and Drug Addiction
Recovery Month” (Recovery Month), and further affords the substance abuse treatment
community an opportunity to educate the public and policymakers about the effectiveness
of treatment, both societal and financial; and

WHEREAS, The cost of untreated drug and alcohol addiction in the U.S., has
been estimated at $276 billion per year in lost productivity, law enforcement, health care,
justice, welfare, and other programs and services. It is estimated that there are 10 million
active alcohol and other drug addicted individuals in the U.S.; and

WHEREAS, PRO-ACT (Pennsylvania Recovery Organization — Achieving
Community Together) will honor Recovery Month with the first annual walk to celebrate
recovery in the five-county area. The three mile walk is expected to attract hundreds of
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participants, recognize survivors, provide hope for families and individuals still
struggling with addiction and increase awareness that recovery is not only possible, but is
manifest in multitudes of lives today; now therefore

RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, That
September is declared “National Alcohol and Addiction Recovery Month.” We commend
The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHA) and PRO-
ACT for their efforts to educate the public on the crucial role treatment plays in
reclaiming lives ravaged by alcoholism and drug addiction; and

FURTHER RESOLVED, That an Engrossed copy of this resolution be presented
to Ira Potter - Recovery King, Fredrick Heard — STOP, and Pat Palmer — Wedge, as
evidence of the sincere respect and admiration of this legislative body.
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CERTIFICATION: This is a true and correct copy of the original Resolution,
Adopted by the Council of the City of Philadelphia on the eighteenth of
September, 2008.

Anna C. Verna
PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL

Patricia Rafferty
CHIEF CLERK OF THE COUNCIL

Introduced by:  Councilmember Miller

Sponsored by:  Councilmembers Miller, Tasco, Greenlee, Sanchez, Jones,
Green, Goode, Kelly, Rizzo, Kenney, Council President Verna,
Councilmembers Reynolds Brown, Blackwell, O'Neill,
Krajewski, DiCicco and Clarke
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