City of Philadelphia

Council of the City of Philadelphia
Office of the Chief Clerk
Room 402, City Hall
Philadelphia

(Resolution No. 240903)
RESOLUTION

Recognizing And Honoring Tim Witherspoon for his legacy as a two-time heavyweight world
champion.

WHEREAS, Tim Witherspoon, Philadelphia-native, born on December 27, 1957, is an American
former professional boxer who competed from 1979 to 2003; and

WHEREAS, Witherspoon began his boxing career at the age of 20 and, as a result of his natural
talent and athleticism, quickly made a name for himself in the boxing world. After a brief stint in
the amateur league, Witherspoon entered the professional boxing realm in 1979, and quickly
amassed a series of victories, showcasing his knockout power and defensive skills; and

WHEREAS, In 1984, Witherspoon successfully earned his first world title. This first world
championship title, WBC Heavyweight Champion, solidified his place as a respected
heavyweight boxer; and

WHEREAS, That same year, Witherspoon lost his title in a close match. However, in 1986, a
determined Witherspoon won the WBA heavyweight title, and went on to defend that title
once more a few months later; and

WHEREAS, Following his two world titles, Witherspoon remained active in the ring
throughout the 1990s and early 2000s, and made his final professional appearance in 2003;
and

WHEREAS, Witherspoon retired with an impressive career record of 55 wins, 13 losses, and 1
draw. Known for his resilience, Witherspoon was one of the few heavyweights of his era to
compete against a wide array of top fighters, earning the nickname "Terrible Tim" for his tough,
relentless fighting style.; and

WHEREAS, In 2014, Witherspoon published his book, Tim Witherspoon, Terrible Times, which
details the ups and downs of his celebrated career; and
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WHEREAS, Today, Witherspoon resides near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he trains
boxers, including his son, lightweight Tim Witherspoon Jr. and others, passing down his
knowledge and legacy to the next generation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, That we hereby honor
and celebrate the life and legacy of Tim Witherspoon, recognizing his profound contributions
and distinguished achievements in the boxing world.

FURTHER RESOLVED, That an Engrossed copy of this resolution be presented to Mr.
Witherspoon as a symbol of the profound respect and admiration felt by this legislative body and
the citizens of Philadelphia for his extraordinary life and work.
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CERTIFICATION: This is a true and correct copy of the original Resolution, Adopted by
the Council of the City of Philadelphia on the tenth day of October, 2024.

Kenyatta Johnson
PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL

Elizabeth McCollum
INTERIM CHIEF CLERK OF THE COUNCIL

Introduced by:  Councilmember Harrity

Sponsored by:  Councilmember Harrity, Councilmembers, Phillips, Gilmore
Richardson, Jones, Brooks, O'Rourke, Driscoll and Squilla
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