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(Bill No. 220969) 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
 

Authorizing the Commissioner of Public Property, on behalf of the City of Philadelphia, to 
accept a historically-designated building from 2000 Arch Associates LP, which will move and 
reinstall the building on City property, under certain terms and conditions. 
 
WHEREAS, 2000 Arch Associates LP (the “Owner”) owns property, located at 2000 Arch 
Street, Philadelphia Pennsylvania (“2000 Arch Street”), on which a Gulf gas station building is 
situated along the west side of 20th Street, south of Arch Street (the “Station”); 
 
WHEREAS, the Station was built in 1930 and designated historic by the Philadelphia Historical 
Commission (the “Commission”) in 1981; 
 
WHEREAS, on May 14, 2021, the Commission approved, pursuant to Section 14-1005(6)(d) of 
The Philadelphia Code, that the Station has no feasible reuse in its location at 2000 Arch Street 
and that relocation of the Station is necessary in the public interest for the preservation and 
adaptive reuse of the historic resource; 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with the Commission’s May 14, 2021, determination, the Owner 
desires to convey the Station to the City and relocate and reinstall the Station and other necessary 
improvements to City property, at Owner’s sole cost and expense, for the Station’s historical 
preservation and beneficial accessory use by the City (the “Station Relocation”); and  
 
WHEREAS, the Department of Parks and Recreation (the “Department”) finds that the Station 
Relocation is in the public interest and will be an accessory benefit to the Fairmount Park system 
and park’s users; now, therefore, 
 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA HEREBY ORDAINS: 
 
SECTION 1.   The Commissioner of Public Property, on behalf of the City of Philadelphia, is 
hereby authorized to enter into any necessary agreements with the Owner, its successor or 
assigns, for the Station Relocation pursuant to the terms and conditions substantially set forth in 
the document attached to this ordinance as Exhibit A.  
 
SECTION 2.   This transaction is exempt from the requirements of  Philadelphia Code Section 
15-101 et. seq., commonly called the “Open Lands Protection Ordinance.”  This Ordinance does 
not create a regular exemption to the Open Lands Protection Ordinance, and the exemption 
granted by this Ordinance applies solely to the transaction authorized by this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 3.   The Public Property Commissioner is authorized and directed to include in the 
City’s agreement with the Owner the Economic Opportunity Plan, dated June 11, 2019, and 
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attached as Exhibit B, as well as a requirement for the owner to complete all work authorized by 
this Ordinance in compliance with that plan.   
 
SECTION 4.  The City Solicitor is authorized to impose such terms and conditions on any 
agreements authorized by this Ordinance as the City Solicitor deems necessary and proper to 
protect the interest of the City of Philadelphia and to carry out the purposes of this Ordinance. 
 
 
 



CITY OF PHILADELPHIA 
Parks & Recreation 
Kathryn Ott Lovell 
Commissioner  

One Parkway 
1515 Arch Street, 10th Floor 

Philadelphia, PA 19102-1587 
Phone: 215.683.3600 

November 29, 2022 

Briana Wilkins, Vice President Development 

2000 Arch Associates LP 

C/O Parkway Corporation 

150 N. Broad Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19102 

Re: Letter of Intent for the relocation, repair and restoration of the Historic Gulf Gas Station 

Building located at 2000 Arch Street 

Dear Briana: 

This Letter of Intent (“LOI”) sets forth the terms and conditions under which the City of 

Philadelphia, acting through its Department of Parks and Recreation (the “City”) would enter 

into an agreement for 2000 Arch Associates LP’s (the “Developer”) delivery and City’s 

acceptance of the relocation, repair and restoration of an historic gas station building located at 

2000 Arch Street. This LOI sets forth the proposed terms and conditions of an agreement but 

does not bind the parties to enter into any agreement nor does it create a legally binding 

agreement. 

Developer:  2000 ARCH ASSOCIATES LP 

Real Estate:  The Historic Gulf Gas Station Building located at 2000 Arch Street, pictures 

attached as Exhibit A (the “Building”). 

Required Improvements: 

Move the Building from its current location on Developer’s property to a location to be agreed in 

writing by the City and the Developer as part of a Relocation & Installation Agreement (the 

“Agreed Location”) and repair and restore the Building subject to the City’s terms stated below 

(the “Required Improvements”). 

Developer Obligations: The Developer will agree to the following covenants and conditions: 

Developer shall engage and hire, at its own expense, a structural engineer to approve the plans to 

stabilize the Building before the Building is moved from the current site, to assess the post-move 

structural condition of the Building, and to approve the plans to restore the Building envelope. 
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Developer shall have a professional survey performed to provide a metes and bounds description 

of the location of the Building at the Agreed Location. 

Developer shall move, install, and renovate the Building at its sole cost and expense. 

Developer shall pay all costs associated with the Building, and the Required Improvements 

including all soft costs. In the repair and rehabilitation of the Building, Developer must provide 

the City with a structurally sound building with a completely restored building envelope as 

detailed in plans prepared by Atkin Olshin Schade Architects that will be substantially similar in 

scope to August 2021 Ascent plans previously provided. The Atkin Olshin Schade Architects 

plans are attached hereto and made a part hereof as Exhibit “B” (the “Plans”), with the following 

required additions to the Plans: 

Replacement of Building roof tiles that have reached the end of their useful life with historically 

appropriate roof tiles. 

Repointing of all Building masonry and replacement of missing bricks with bricks that match as 

closely as possible, the existing bricks. 

Developer shall install sleeves in the foundation at the Agreed Location for future utility 

installation, unless functioning utilities are already available. 

Applicable Laws - In its performance of the relocation of the Building and the Required 

Improvements, Developer shall comply with all applicable laws including but not limited to the 

Standard City Provisions, attached hereto and made a part hereof as Exhibit “C”. 

Economic Opportunity Plan – Developer shall perform the relocation of the Building and the 

Required Improvements in accordance with the economic opportunity plan for 2000 Arch Street 

as approved by the City of Philadelphia’s Office of Economic Opportunity, attached hereto and 

made a part hereof as Exhibit “D”. 

Permits and Approvals — Developer shall obtain, at its sole cost and expense, all permits or 

approvals necessary to relocate the Building for Parks & Recreation use at the Agreed Location 

and complete the Required Improvements. Nothing in this LOI or any potential agreement 

between the parties shall be construed as waiving the City’s regulatory authority and permit 

issuing discretion either for this transaction or any future transactions involving the Developer or 

Developer’s property. 

Developer shall agree that in the event Developer defaults under the agreement, including but not 

limited to the Developer’s failure to deliver the Building or the Required Improvements to the 

City to the City’s satisfaction, determined in the City’s sole discretion, Developer shall, at the 

City’s direction remove the Building from City-owned property and restore the landscape at 

Developer’s sole cost and expense. 
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Prior to relocation of the Building, Developer shall provide the City access to the Building to 

allow the City to perform any necessary due diligence. 

Warranty — Developer shall assign any and all warranties related to the Building and/or the 

Required Improvements to the City including, without limitation, the warranty given by 

Developer’s general contractor, with the following already approved: IMC, Turner, Gilbane, 

Hunter Roberts, and Intech.  

Reasonable Approval – The City shall have the right to reasonable approval of the Developer’s 

general contractor. 

Insurance and Indemnity – Developer shall carry any insurance that the City’s Risk Manager 

may require, in its absolute discretion, and indemnify the City for any and all claims that arise 

from the project with a right to subrogation. Nothing in the agreement shall waive the City’s 

sovereign immunity under the Torts Claims Act. The Developer shall release the City for any 

claims related to the condition or fitness of the City property where the Building would be 

relocated to. 

Performance Bond – Developer shall obtain a performance bond for the completion of the 

Required Improvements. 

Community Outreach — Developer shall conduct all community outreach as required under 

Applicable Laws and as the City may direct in its sole discretion. 

Term: The Developer shall relocate the Building and complete the Required Improvements 

within six (6) months of the effective date of the agreement. 

City:  City shall have the right to accept the Building and Required Improvement in its absolute 

discretion. 

If the terms and conditions of this LOI are acceptable to you, kindly sign this LOI in the space 

set forth below and return a copy to my attention. Upon receipt will we instruct our counsel to 

draft the required City Council authorization and a legal agreement for your review and 

signature. 

Sincerely, 

Kathryn Ott Lovell 

Commissioner – Philadelphia Parks & Recreation 
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Developer’s Acceptance: 

Name: 

Date: November 29, 2022

Brian Berson
President, Parkway Commercial Properties, Inc.
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CERTIFICATION:  This is a true and correct copy of the original Bill, Passed by the City 
Council on April 27, 2023.  The Bill was Signed by the Mayor on May 1, 2023. 
 
 

 

 
            Michael A. Decker 

 Chief Clerk of the City Council 

 
  




