City of Philadelphia

Council of the City of Philadelphia
Office of the Chief Clerk
Room 402, City Hall
Philadelphia

(Resolution No. 130030)
RESOLUTION

Calling for the Philadelphia City Council Committee on Public Safety to hold hearings on
the status of the City’s surveillance camera program.

WHEREAS, The City of Philadelphia has invested more than $14 million in police
surveillance cameras, guided by law enforcement experience that surveillance cameras
can turn high crime areas into safer streets; and

WHEREAS, The City’s program has never been fully implemented and as a result the
promise of crime-deterrence and better law enforcement has not been realized; and

WHEREAS, Last summer, Controller Alan Butkovitz released an audit that said less than
half of the cameras in the City were working; and

WHEREAS, Administration officials acknowledge having problems with the system with
the Police Department deciding which cameras to fix first; and

WHEREAS, Baltimore has been fighting crime in the last decade with a huge network of
surveillance cameras tied into a central police command center under a program known
as Citiwatch; and

WHEREAS, Baltimore now has 622 cameras, and 97 percent were functioning during a
recent visit by Council members; and

WHEREAS, For a city the size of Baltimore to have 622 cameras online with a 97
percent operable rate, it’s clear that the City of Philadelphia has to do better; now
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, THAT THE PHILADELPHIA CITY COUNCIL, Calls for the Council
Committee on Public Safety to hold hearings on the status of the City’s surveillance
camera program.
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RESOLUTION NO. 130030 continued

CERTIFICATION: This is a true and correct copy of the original Resolution,
Adopted by the Council of the City of Philadelphia on the twenty-fourth of
January, 2013.

Darrell L. Clarke
PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL

Michael A. Decker
CHIEF CLERK OF THE COUNCIL

Introduced by:  Councilmember Jones for Council President Clarke, Jones,
Greenlee and Bass

Sponsored by:  Councilmembers Jones, Greenlee, Bass, Blackwell, Goode,
O'Brien, Oh, Kenney, Tasco, O'Neill, Squilla, Green, Johnson
and Quifiones Sanchez
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