City of Philadelphia

Council of the City of Philadelphia
Office of the Chief Clerk
Room 402, City Hall
Philadelphia

(Resolution No. 150556)
RESOLUTION

Designating the month of June 2015 as “Gun Violence Awareness Month” in
Philadelphia.

WHEREAS, Gun violence poses a serious and ongoing threat to public health both
nationally and in Philadelphia; and

WHEREAS, In the past, particularly throughout 2012 and 2013, Philadelphia had the
highest rate of homicide per capita among the nation’s largest municipalities according to
The Gun Crisis Reporting Project, a nonprofit journalism organization, focused on the
epidemic of homicide by gunfire in Philadelphia; and

WHEREAS, The impact of gun violence is larger than just homicides as injuries by those
who survive gun shootings can have life altering consequences for the victims and their
families, including unreimbursed medical costs, permanent physical incapacitation, post
traumatic stress, lost wages, foreclosures and homelessness; and

WHEREAS, Gun violence has a societal cost in the form long-term prison costs for
perpetrators. Nationally the cost of this incarceration to taxpayers has been estimated to
be $5.2 billion according to research conducted by the Pacific Institute for Research and
Evaluationl; and

WHEREAS, The proliferation of illegal guns in our City is also a major contributor to
gun violence; and

WHEREAS, “Gun Violence Awareness Month” is a statewide and national effort to
promote greater awareness about gun violence and gun safety, to concentrate annual
heightened attention to gun violence during the summer months, when gun violence
typically increases and to bring citizens and community leaders together to discuss ways
to make our communities healthier; now, therefore, be it
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RESOLUTION NO. 150556 continued

RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, That it hereby
designates the month of June 2015 as “Gun Violence Awareness Month” in Philadelphia.
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RESOLUTION NO. 150556 continued

CERTIFICATION: This is a true and correct copy of the original Resolution,
Adopted by the Council of the City of Philadelphia on the fourth day of June,
2015.

Darrell L. Clarke
PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL

Michael A. Decker
CHIEF CLERK OF THE COUNCIL

Introduced by:  Councilmembers Bass and Squilla

Sponsored by:  Councilmembers Bass, Squilla, Tasco, Neilson, Henon, Jones,
Greenlee, Quifiones Sanchez, Goode, Council President
Clarke, Blackwell, Johnson, Oh and O'Neill
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