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Councilmembers Domb and Greenlee 
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Committee on Public Health and Human Services 
 

 
AN ORDINANCE 

 
Amending Title 6 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled “Health Code,” to require the distribution 
of certain educational material related to opioid prescriptions and substance use disorder 
treatment, all under certain terms and conditions. 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA HEREBY ORDAINS: 
 
SECTION 1.  Title 6 of The Philadelphia Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 

TITLE 6.  HEALTH CODE 
 

*     *    * 
 
§ 6-202.  Responsibilities of Physicians, Osteopaths, Veterinarians, and Other Persons. 

 
*     *    * 

(4) Any physician, osteopath, or dentist who prescribes opioids to a patient shall provide 
the patient with educational material on opioids prepared by the Department and adopted by 
regulation of the Board of Health, which shall, at a minimum, provide information concerning 
non-opioid alternatives to control pain, the addictive properties of opioid medication, and where 
and how to purchase naloxone. 
 
(5) Any physician or osteopath who authorizes the discharge of a patient who has 
received inpatient medical care as the result of a drug overdose, or for symptoms of withdrawal 
as the result of drug use, shall provide the patient with educational material on substance use 
disorder treatment options prepared by the Department and adopted by regulation of the Board.  
Such educational material shall, at a minimum, include descriptions and contact information for 
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substance use disorder treatment providers.  For the purpose of this subsection (5), inpatient 
medical care shall mean medical care, excluding substance use disorder treatment, provided in a 
hospital or other institution that requires at least one overnight stay. 
 
[(4)] (6) Every person shall render such information and reports to the Department as may be 
required by this Title or by such regulations as the Board may prescribe to insure the proper 
control of communicable diseases or to aid in the formulation and review of municipal programs 
for the promotion of the health of the public. The regulations of the Board may limit the release 
of such information where such restrictions are necessary to encourage persons to render and 
report the information. 
 
(7)  Penalties.  Any person that violates the provisions of this Section 6-202 shall be subject to 
the applicable penalties imposed by Section 6-103 of this Title. 
 
 
SECTION 2.  This Ordinance shall be effective upon a date set forth in regulations of the Board 
of Health, not less than sixty (60) days after such regulations become effective.   
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Explanation: 
 
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted. 
Italics indicate new matter added. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


