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Council of the City of Philadelphia 

Office of the Chief Clerk 

Room 402, City Hall 

Philadelphia 
 

(Resolution No. 200395) 
 

RESOLUTION 

 

Authorizing the Committee on Education to conduct hearings to investigate curriculum 

realignment opportunities within the School District of Philadelphia to ensure preparedness for 

Post-COVID-19 career opportunities based upon Philadelphia’s labor market forecast. 

 

WHEREAS, In the wake of the devastation to the economy and job market caused by COVID-

19, long term income stability, and poverty-reducing job growth will depend on strong 

education, skills development, and changes to the educational curriculum in Philadelphia that are 

reflective of the reality we face in a transition to a post-COVID-19 workforce; and   

 

WHEREAS, Between March 10, 2020, when the first COVID-19 case was confirmed in 

Philadelphia and May 31, 2020, nearly 172,000 Philadelphian residents filed initial claims for 

unemployment compensation. Over 32,000 of those applications were filed by Philadelphians 

that were under the age of 25; and  

 

WHEREAS, An open dialogue and partnership with the School District of Philadelphia 

wherein we share information and assist them with redeveloping a curriculum that is 

necessary to support our young people in finding and creating the jobs that will support 

them and their families moving forward; and  

 

WHEREAS, The COVID-19 pandemic threatens the health and economic well-being of 

Philadelphians. It exacerbates preexisting inequities that young adults and their communities 

have long faced, leaving many with few opportunities to protect their health and continue 

earning a paycheck to support their families; and 

 

WHEREAS, Since the Pennsylvania Governor’s Stay at Home Order on March 13, 2020, young 

adults have experienced a disproportionate share of job loss and are likely to remain 

unemployed even after the shutdown ends; and 

 

WHEREAS, Young adults fared poorly during and after the 2008 recession, never fully 

recovering from the economic damage; and  
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WHEREAS, Thousands of Philadelphia residents have been laid off and numerous businesses 

have been forced to close. In fact, in April, the unemployment rate within Philadelphia County 

reached 16.5%; and  

 

WHEREAS, The financial effects of COVID-19 have been particularly detrimental to 

individuals experiencing poverty, since their earnings are already not satisfying their financial 

obligations. A loss of hours or layoffs simply adds to the burden faced by communities in 

poverty; and 

 

WHEREAS, The shutdown and quarantine has revealed that Philadelphia may need to 

rethink some of its strategies in improving curriculum and preparation for entry into the 

labor market and determining how best to prepare the workforce for the types of jobs that 

will emerge as a result of the pandemic; and  

 

RESOLVED, THE CITY COUNCIL OF PHILADELPHIA, Hereby authorizes the Committee 

on Education to conduct hearings to investigate curriculum realignment opportunities within the 

School District of Philadelphia to ensure preparedness for Post-COVID-19 career opportunities 

based upon Philadelphia’s labor market forecast. 
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CERTIFICATION:  This is a true and correct copy of the original Resolution, Adopted by 
the Council of the City of Philadelphia on the twenty-fifth day of June, 2020. 
 
 
 Darrell L. Clarke 
 PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL 

  

Michael A. Decker  
CHIEF CLERK OF THE COUNCIL  
  
 
 
 
Introduced by: Councilmember Gilmore Richardson 

Sponsored by: Councilmembers Quiñones Sánchez, Gym, Parker, Squilla, 
Green, Thomas and Bass 

 
  


