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RESOLUTION NO. 210239

Introduced March 18, 2021

Councilmember Bass

RESOLUTION
Recognizing March 2021 as Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month to understand the symptoms of
colorectal cancer and the importance of regular screenings; and increase access to screenings in
underserved communities.
WHEREAS, Colorectal cancer is the second leading cause of cancer deaths in the United States
and the third leading cause of cancer deaths in young adults. About 140,000 people in the
country are diagnosed with colorectal cancer each year and more than 50,000 die from the
disease each year; and
WHEREAS, Only about two-thirds of adults in the United States are up to date with colorectal
cancer screening. About 51% of adults ages 50 to 54 are not up to date with their screening.
There is a 90% chance recovery if colorectal cancer is recognized during the early stages of the
disease, but only 40% of colon cancers are identified in the early stages due to the lack of a
screening; and
WHEREAS, The American Cancer Society recommends that regular screening for colorectal
cancer begins at the age of 45 so the disease can be recognized during the early stages. While the
majority of cases occur in people over 50 years old, all ages should be aware of the signs of the
disease as 1 in 5 people ages 20 to 54 years old are diagnosed with colon cancer, and the risk of
disease increases with age; and
WHEREAS, Minority groups are more likely to be impacted by colorectal cancer diagnoses
because of a lack of access to screening resources in the early stages of the disease; and
WHEREAS, The Colon Cancer Coalition has partnered with the Fox Chase Cancer Center and
the Thomas Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia to help fund research projects on
treatment options for colorectal cancer patients, as well as research on health disparities in
Philadelphia and opportunities to increase screening in underserved communities; and
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WHEREAS, The Colon Cancer Coalition is committed to increasing screening rates of people
over the age of 50 to 80%, which would save over 200,000 lives; and
WHEREAS, Get Your Rear in Gear, a Colon Cancer Coalition Event, is the Philadelphia
Region’s premier event to fight colon cancer. All funds raised support research, education, and
patient care in the Greater Philadelphia region. This year, Get Your Rear in Gear Philadelphia is
hosting a virtual fundraising event for colon cancer awareness, and will be holding the 2021
National Tour de Tush, a Ride to End Colon Cancer, throughout the month of May; and
WHEREAS, The color blue will be worn throughout the month of March in support of
Colorectal Awareness Month. Understanding colorectal cancer is not only important for the
people diagnosed with the disease, but also for people trying to prevent it. Friends and family
over 50 years of age should be encouraged to learn about symptoms, make healthier life choices,
and get screened; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF PHILADELPHIA, Hereby recognizes March
2021 as Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month to understand the symptoms of colorectal cancer
and the importance of regular screenings; and increase access to screenings in underserved
communities.
FURTHER RESOLVED, That an Engrossed copy of this resolution be presented to Get Your
Rear in Gear Philadelphia, further evidencing the sincere admiration and respect of this
legislative body.
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