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Amending Chapter 20-600 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled “Standards of Conduct and Ethics,” to include
Life Partners among the family members listed therein for purposes of application of various ethical rules,
under certain terms and conditions.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA HEREBY ORDAINS:

SECTION 1. Chapter 20-600 of The Philadelphia Code is hereby amended to read as follows:

CHAPTER 20-600. STANDARDS OF CONDUCT AND ETHICS.

§ 20-601. Definitions.

City of Philadelphia Page 1 of 3 Printed on 3/31/2026

powered by Legistar™


http://www.legistar.com/

File #: 110716, Version: 0

(8) Gift. A payment, subscription, advance, forbearance, rendering or deposit of money, services or
anything of value, unless consideration of equal or greater value is received. "Gift" shall not include a political
contribution otherwise reported as required by law, a commercially reasonable loan made in the ordinary course
of business, or a gift received from a member of the individual's immediate family or from a relative within the
third degree of consanguinity of the individual or of the individual's spouse or Life Partner, or from the spouse
or Life Partner of any such relative.

(12) Life Partner. A member of a Life Partnership that is verified pursuant to § 9-1123(1).

[(12)](13) Person. A business, individual, corporation, union, association, firm, partnership, committee,
club or other organization or group of persons.

[(13)] (14) Security. * * *

§ 20-602. Representation by City Officers, Employees and Members of Council.

* * *

(4) A member of the Council or any other City officer or employee may act, with or without
compensation, on his own behalf or as agent or attorney for, or otherwise aiding or assisting, his parents,
spouse, Life Partner, child, brother, sister or any person for whom he is serving as guardian, executor,
administrator, trustee, or other personal fiduciary, except in those matters in which he has participated
personally as a member of Council, City officer or employee, through decision, approval, disapproval,
recommendation, the rendering of advice, investigation, or otherwise, or which are the subject of his official
responsibility.

§ 20-607. Conflict of Interest.

(a) Unless there is public disclosure and disqualification as provided for in Section 20-608 hereof,
no member of Council, or other City officer or employee shall be financially interested in any legislation
including ordinances and resolutions, award, contract, lease, case, claim, decision, decree or judgment made by
him in his official capacity, or by any board or body of which he is a member nor shall any financial interest be
held by a parent, spouse, Life Partner, child, brother, sister or like relative-in-law, or by any person, firm,
partnership, corporation, business association, trustee or straw party for his or her benefit, nor shall a member
of Council or other City officer or employee be a purchaser at any sale or vendor at any purchase made by him
in his official capacity. This latter prohibition shall apply so as to prevent a parent, spouse, child, brother, sister
or like relative-in-law or any person, firm, partnership, corporation, business association, trustee or straw party
from being such purchaser or vendor for or on behalf of the member of City Council, City officer or employee.
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(b) In the event that a financial interest in any legislation (including ordinances and resolutions)
award, contract, lease, case, claim, decision, decree or judgment, resides in a parent, spouse, Life Partner, child,
brother, sister, or like relative-in-law of the member of City Council, other City officer or employee; or in a
member of a partnership, firm, corporation or other business organization or professional association organized
for profit of which said member of City Council, City officer or employee is a member and where said member
of City Council, City officer or employee has knowledge of the existence of such financial interest he or she
shall comply with the provisions of Section 20-608(a)(b)(c) of this ordinance and shall thereafter disqualify
himself or herself from any further official action regarding such legislation (including ordinances and
resolutions) award, contract, lease, case, claim, decision, decree or judgment.

(c) No member of Council or other City officer or employee shall become financially interested,
subsequent to final action, in any legislation including ordinances and resolutions, award, contract, lease, case,
claim, decision, decree or judgment made by him in his official capacity, during his term of office or
employment and until two (2) years have elapsed since the expiration of service or employment in the term of
office of said member of Council or other City officer or employee.

This prohibition shall apply so as to prevent a parent, spouse, Life Partner, child, brother, sister or like
relative-in-law or any person, firm, partnership, corporation, business association, trustee or straw party from
becoming financially interested for or on behalf of a member of City Council, City officer or employee within
said two (2) year period.

Explanation:

[Brackets] indicate matter deleted.
Italics indicate new matter added.
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