City of Philadelphia

Council of the City of Philadelphia
Office of the Chief Clerk
Room 402, City Hall
Philadelphia

(Resolution No. 260581)
RESOLUTION

Honoring Jane Golden for her 42 years of visionary leadership of Mural Arts Philadelphia,
during which she championed countless murals and public art initiatives that have strengthened
the cultural fabric of the City of Philadelphia.

WHEREAS, Jane Golden has served as the driving force behind Mural Arts Philadelphia since
its inception; and

WHEREAS, In 1984, Mayor Wilson Goode hired Jane to address the City’s widespread graffiti
epidemic through the Philadelphia Anti-Graffiti Network, where she worked with graffiti writers
to channel their creative energy and talent toward mural collaborations, that revitalized
neighborhoods long affected by disinvestment; and

WHEREAS, In 1997, under Mayor Ed Rendell, the Anti-Graffiti Network was restructured,
paving the way for the formal creation of the Mural Arts Program under Jane’s leadership; and

WHEREAS, Under Jane’s leadership, Mural Arts Philadelphia has developed groundbreaking
programs that have transformed practice and policies related to youth education, restorative
justice, environmental issues, and behavioral health redefining how art intersects with public
policy and community wellbeing; and

WHEREAS, Throughout her decades with Mural Arts Philadelphia, Jane Golden has helped
build the nation’s largest public art program and build that into a globally recognized model for
how art can transform public spaces and strengthen communities, resulting in the creation of
more than 4,000 works of public art and remaking Philadelphia into the “Mural Capital of the
World”; and

WHEREAS, Jane’s work has earned her numerous honors including Governor Shapiro’s 2025
Keystone Award, The Philadelphia Award, and The Hepburn Medal from the Katharine
Houghton Hepburn Center at Bryn Mawr College; and
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WHEREAS, Jane Golden has dedicated her career to beautifying the City of Philadelphia and
uplifting its communities, this legislative body, along with the residents of this great City, are
eternally grateful for her decades of service; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, Hereby honors Jane
Golden for her 42 years of visionary leadership of Mural Arts Philadelphia, during which she

championed countless murals and public art initiatives that have strengthened the cultural fabric
of the City of Philadelphia.

FURTHER RESOLVED, That an Engrossed copy of this Resolution be presented to Jane
Golden as evidence of the sincere sentiments of this legislative body.
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RESOLUTION NO. 260581 continued

CERTIFICATION: This is a true and correct copy of the original Resolution, Adopted by
the Council of the City of Philadelphia on the twenty-eight day of May, 2026.

Kenyatta Johnson
PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL

Elizabeth McCollum
CHIEF CLERK OF THE COUNCIL

Introduced by:  Councilmember Thomas for Council President Johnson

Sponsored by: Council President Johnson, Councilmembers Thomas,
Ahmad, Bass, Brooks, Driscoll, Gauthier, Gilmore Richardson,
Harrity, Jones, Landau, Lozada, O'Neill, O'Rourke, Phillips,
Squilla and Young
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